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each has its special function to perform ; but with growing
intelligence and knowledge not only will the West under-
stand the East and the East understand the West, but all
countries in the world will recognise the place which they
have to fill, and this not in any narrow spirit of nationalism,
but in the broad spirit of brotherly internationalism, which,
while conserving what is good in each country, will use it to
advance the welfare of all. While we may dream of a
cosmopolitanism which would involve perfect freedom 01
intercourse and trade with equal rights for all the peoples of
the world, we must recognise that, while that may be the
ultimate solution of the problems involved, it will be possible
only when men and conditions have very much improved.
Mazzini held, and we believe rightly, that the divinely
indicated nation stood between the individual man and the
unimaginable multitude of the human race, and it was thus
"the intermediate term between humanity and the indi-
vidual "; and man could only attain to the conception of
humanity by picturing it to himself as a mosaic of homo-
geneous nations. " Nations are the citizens of humanity, as
individuals are the citizens of the nation " ; and again, " The
pact of humanity cannot be signed by individuals, but only
by free and equal peoples, possessing a name, a banner, and
the consciousness of a distinct existence."

Thoughtful men and women recognise that modern con-
ditions, in almost every part of the world, bring about a
process of social levelling, which, although good from some
points of view, tends to reduce all to a common mediocrity
and to prevent the rise of geniuses and of great men who
would mould the destinies of the world With all our
boasted advances we seem to feel on all sides the pressure of
small intelligences, no doubt honourable and upright and
furnished with practical common-sense, but absolutely im-
pervious to every great idea and to the highest type of
culture. Reasoning from analogy we may, therefore, well
ask ourselves the question, What would be the result on the
civilisation of the world if there were perfectly free intercourse